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Democratic Queens Sen. Mike Gianaris had two words to sum up the possible redistricting amendment: “very bad.”

As reported by Casey Seiler of the Times Union today, the details of the amendment are complex and byzantine, but essentially would create a panel that has the potential for deadlock and then throw the decision back the Legislature.

If the language holds, the amendment would be strikingly similar to the measure introduced by then-Assemblyman Gianaris — a fact that Gov. Andrew Cuomo brought up in a radio interview this morning on Talk-1300.

But Gianaris says there’s a crucial difference: His proposal was for a change in the law, which can’t conflict with the Constitution. As written now, the state Constitution allows only for the Legislature to take up the once-a-decade redistricting process.

“They’re taking the one part of my bill that had to be in there by constitutional requirement and making that part of the Constitution,” he said. “It would enshrine in the Constitution forever a bad process. It would be a lose-lose situation. There’s no comparison between a bill that was put in to change the law and a bill that was put in to change the constitution.”
“It would be regress, not progress,” he added.

Cuomo would not say in the interview if he’s willing to leave the cap on his veto pen and sign off a plan that includes a negotiated amendment, a statutory law and “fairer” lines.
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